THE  DEFENCE   OF  DEMOCRACY
by the religious hypocrisy. But, in truth, the problem
was too vast for contemporary religion. The misery
of the proletariat was indeed the necessary condition
of the wealth-creation of industrial capitalism, with
which the Christian churches were deeply involved.
It was also the moment when in England a new
movement away from the individualistic tradition of
protestant Christianity took birth. The Tractarian
movement towards a reassertion of the catholic
tradition of Anglican Christianity can be understood
in this perspective as a partial attempt to break the
Church away from its identification with capitalist
society. It was, indeed, very narrow, and its social
consciousness was rudimentary: nevertheless, it was a
partial rebirth of Christianity. Its revolutionary side
is most clearly seen in Hurrell Froude's insistence that
the prevailing notion that clergymen should be
'gentlemen' was a blasphemy.4 Froude's position
involved a dissociation of the Church of England from
bourgeois society which, although never achieved, was
to remain characteristic of the ideals of the Oxford
movement. From it was to develop a movement of
Christian Socialism.
Besides this movement, and probably more powerful
than it, there was the Christian influence upon the
English working-class movement exerted by the newer
forms of Nonconformity, in particular by the
Methodists and Primitive Methodists. These, unlike
the older dissenting movements of the seventeenth
century, which were now largely identified with the
new commercial middle class, were anti-bourgeois
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